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In the month of December, Christians celebrate 
Advent and the birth of Jesus Christ.  There also 
much secular celebration, activities, and general 
busyness going on.  We decorate our properties 
both inside and out and we are baking cookies 
as if tomorrow isn’t coming.  I think December 
is the busiest month of the year!   

 

At Opus I we are busy as always.  This month, 
rather than meeting at LifePointe Church, we 
will be meeting on Sunday, December 14, 2025 
at Bakerstown United Methodist Church to hear 
the music of the Ellwood City Civic Chorale lead 
by member Joyce Gindlesperger.  The concert 
will take place at 6:00 PM.  This is a change in 
time from the yearbook.  It does promise to be 
a great event and I’m looking forward to this 
concert!  I hope to see you all there!   

 

And, as always, Let there be music!   

 

Karen 
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Amid the twinkling lights and warm glow of the season, our music club 
comes together to lift spirits and share the joy that only song can bring. 
With the upcoming choral benefit concert, we’re reminded that music has an 
unparalleled way of uniting hearts, inspiring hope, and spreading wonder—
just like Christmas itself. With every note that is sung, we celebrate the sea-
son of giving and the beauty of coming together as a community. 
 
 
This concert is a wonderful way for Opus I to shine within our community 
while also helping us grow our scholarship fund. Just a quick reminder that 
our Chorale concert on Sunday, December 14th will take the place of our 
usual Monday meeting at LifePointe Alliance Church. We can’t wait to share 
this special evening with you! Invite friends and family!  
 
Jessica Wood, President 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK ! 



JOIN US AT OUR DECEMBER MEETING ! 
 

ELLWOOD CITY CIVIC CHORALE BENEFIT CONCERT 

with 

THE BUMC CHURCH CHOIR 

Joyce Gindlespergerger, Director 

 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 

 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA  15044 

 

Program starts at 6:00 PM 
 

We need YOUR HELP in thanking the Ellwood City Civic Chorale and those in attendance by 
providing cookies for the reception after the concert. Please arrive to the concert with 

cookies to share!   

Join us for an evening filled with the spirit of the season! Enjoy a mix of familiar secular 
classics and stirring religious repertoire that will bring the true meaning of Christmas to 

life! 

Invite loved ones, friends, and neighbors to share the joy of music and community with us! 

We promise your heart will be filled with warmth and love! 

  

Come and join us ! 

 

See you there ! 

DECEMBER MEETING INFORMATION ! 
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MEMORIES OF OUR NOVEMBER MEETING ! 

What fun we had at our November Opus I meeting when Susan Cooper 
presented “Rhythm – Oh, but of course!” If you want an idea of what we did, try 
singing “The Itsy, bitsy spider”… in a Waltz tempo!! Or “Twinkle, Twinkle Little 
Star” as a Cha Cha!! She shared some interesting history about the waltz and 
how it was considered “scandalous” when first introduced, but Queen Victoria 
liked it and it was finally not banned from use! Thank you, Susan, for a most 

enjoyable and informative program, complete with our banging sticks! Be sure 
to note the photos! 
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MEMBER NEWS ! 

George Armstrong reported at the Nov. Opus I mtg. that the Butler County Symphony Or-
chestra will do another patriotic concert in Cranberry Park in early July, 2026.  Which is 

probably thanks to his generosity! 
 

   Sue Stevenson and Craig enjoyed a rare visit here with their daughter, Krista, husband 
Carl and GRANDdaughter, Claire, over Thanksgiving! And Sue made a snowman and sled-

ded in the recent snow along with a neighbor boy! Bless her! 
 

Ruth Ann loves watching the turkeys and squirrels run through the snow in the yard, and 
the woodpecker at the bird feeder! The deer walk right by her office window, too. She 

loves living in the woods. 
 

Linda and Bill Maurhoff recently flew to FL to celebrate Linda's birthday and their 3 daugh-
ters were with them and made it VERY special. 

 
How generous of Joyce Gindlesperger and her chorale and church choir  to donate all pro-

ceeds from the Dec. 14th concert to Opus I's Scholarship Fund. THANK YOU to all. 

OPUS I NOW HAS A BANNER ! 

We’re excited to share some wonderful news—The Opus I Banner is complete! It had its de-
but at the PFMC NW District Fall Conference and will continue to make it’s presence at all 

Opus I events in the future.   
 

It is a wonderful way to showcase our organization and let people know who we are. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! 

OUR MAILING ADDRESS 
 

Linda Maurhoff; Treasurer, Opus I Music Society; 203 Downieville Rd.; Valencia, PA  16059 

 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 (Please note the change in the day) 
 Ellwood City Civic Chorale Benefit Concert 

 Joyce Gindlesperger, Director 

 Where:  Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

 When:   6:00 PM  

 (For more information, see page 3 of this newsletter) 

 

There will not be a meeting in January as we take out winter break.   

 

Monday, February 9, 2026 

 New Horizons International Music Association 

 Presented by Mary and Allen Kitchen 

 Where:  LifePointe Alliance Church in the Music Room 

 When:   9:30 AM Registration and Refreshment 

   10:00 AM Program 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!   
 

Our link is:  

 www.facebook.com/groups/opusonemusic (copy and paste into your browser!) 


